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Universal health coverage through migrant health

• Universal health coverage – equitable 
access to health services for all

• Increasing mobility and complexities: 
272 million international migrants 
(3.5% of world’s population); 763 
million internal migrants; 80 million 
displaced

• Health challenges of migrants
• Right to health, access to health services, 

migrant-sensitive health systems, non-
discrimination, social inclusion and 
participation



Evolution of migrant health agenda at global level
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•WHA 
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Madrid framework based on WHA Res 61.17



Migration as a determinant of health in Viet Nam

• Mothers who stayed behind while their partner worked overseas were more likely to experience poor 
mental health 

Mental health 

• Vietnamese migrants in sex work sector in Cambodia face a high risk of HIV due to their irregular 
migration status, unsafe working and living conditions, policies that may confine migrants to a specific 
location, and stigma and discrimination 

HIV

• Living and working in forest areas is an important risk factor for exposure to malaria

Malaria

• Among internal migrants in Hanoi, seasonal migrants using services the least, followed by migrants 
working in private small enterprises and migrants in industrial zones

Low health service utilization 

Source: WHO Western Pacific Region - Regional situation analysis, practices, experiences, lessons learned and ways forward. 
Visit at: https://www.who.int/migrants/publications/WPRO-report.pdf?ua=1

https://www.who.int/migrants/publications/WPRO-report.pdf?ua=1


Challenges related to migrant health in Viet Nam

Low health insurance coverage among migrant 
population (especially for undocumented migrants)

Inadequate support to inform migrants of their 
health rights and how to access to health care 

services

Lack of migrant-inclusive 
laws & policies

Restrictive laws  on access 
to health services for 

migrants (Law of Residency 
and Health Insurance)

Inadequate 
monitoring system of 
migrant populations

Insufficient collaboration 
across ministries/depts on 

migrant related issues
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WHO work to advance migrant health in Viet Nam

Universal health 
coverage

Evidence 
generation

Legal and 
policy 

framework

Social health 
insurance law 

revision

Reaching the 
unreached 

through 
public health

Health sector 
response to 

gender-based 
violence

Strengthening 
PHC system



Recent WHO engagement on migrant health in Viet Nam
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Summary

• No universal health coverage without the health of 
migrants

• Complex challenges require complex solutions

• Whole-of-government and whole-of-society 
approach through advocacy and actions at all 
levels and relevant sectors

• Improvement of health insurance coverage and 
knowledge of benefits for migrants

• No one country can manage it alone



Xin cảm ơn!
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For more information, please visit: http://www.wpro.who.int/vietnam

21 November 2019

facebook.com/WHOinVietnam


