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Migrants under the COVID-19 pandemic 

Source : http://news.chinhphu.vn/Home/Politburo-issues-orientations-to-address-COVID19-impacts/20206/40376.vgp
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Migrants under the COVID-19 pandemic 
(continued)

Source: https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-confirms-new-covid-19-infection-from-abroad-4104218.html
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Migrant vulnerability during COVID-19 crisis

• Crowded living and working conditions

• Language barriers

• Lack of culturally sensitive information about COVID-19 prevention 
measures

• High risk of income loss, abuse and exploitation from employers 
among migrant workers especially female migrant workers on 
informal contracts as a result of increased isolation and reduced 
mobility. 



Socioeconomic impacts on migrants 

• Difficulties reintegrating in labour markets among returning migrants

• Seasonal workers and cross-border migrants in border communities 
under restrictions of cross-border movement and goods 

• Internal migrants working in hospitality sectors

• Families of migrant workers who rely on remittances



Project 
“Strengthening Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness and Response for Vietnamese 
Migrants Abroad and Potential Migrants”



Target population 

• Vietnamese migrants living in 
three top countries of 
destination, Japan, Taiwan 
Province of the People’s 
Republic of China and Republic 
of Korea 

• Potential Vietnamese migrants 
moving to the three countries. 

Photo source : http://www.dolab.gov.vn/New/View2.aspx?Key=5601
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Destination Jan – Dec 2019

1 Japan 82,703

2 Taiwan Province of PRC 54,489

3 Republic of Korea 7,215

4 Romania 3,478

5 Saudi Arabia 1,357

Top 5 receiving destinations for Vietnamese workers 
in Jan – Dec 2019. 

Source: http://vamas.com.vn/tong-quan-thi-truong-tiep-nhan-lao-dong-viet-nam-nam-2019_t221c655n44783

http://vamas.com.vn/tong-quan-thi-truong-tiep-nhan-lao-dong-viet-nam-nam-2019_t221c655n44783


Main project activities 

• Research on health and healthcare 
access among Vietnamese migrants 
in the top three destination 
countries and returnees during the 
COVID-19 pandemic

• Development of a guideline on 
promoting the health of Vietnamese 
migrants abroad during public health 
emergencies 



Main project activities (continued)

• Dissemination of public health 
messages including measures 
taken in the context of COVID-19 
pandemic and travel advisories 

• Seminar for recruitment agencies 
on how to advise departing 
migrants and migrants abroad on 
public health emergency 
situations 



Inclusion of migrants in the COVID-19 Response 



For more information please contact: akaji@iom.int
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